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	Higher Scientific Officer
Addlestone, Surrey KT15 3LS
www.gov.uk/vmd

£32,557 per annum + 25 days Annual leave 
+ Pension Scheme



The Veterinary Medicines Directorate (VMD) is an Executive Agency of the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) and is responsible for ensuring the safety, quality and efficacy of veterinary medicines in the UK.
We have a vacancy for a Higher Scientific Officer in our Biologicals Team based in Addlestone, Surrey.

This exciting and interesting role puts you at the heart of the important work of the VMD’s Biologicals Team where you will be responsible for the assessment of quality and safety data for applications for variations and renewals of Marketing Authorisations for biological/immunological veterinary medicinal products. You will also support other scientists and veterinarians in the assessment of more complex applications.

Your work will help the VMD ensure that applications are determined in accordance with the defined targets contributing to the VMD meeting its published standards. Your work also plays a major role to help assure the continuing quality, safety and efficacy of veterinary medicines.

Therefore support the VMD’s aim to protect public health, animal health, the environment and promote animal welfare by assuring the safety, quality and efficacy of veterinary medicines.

Job description

• assess quality and safety data for applications for variations (primarily Type IB) for biological/immunological veterinary medicinal products and renewals of existing marketing authorisations

• support the senior assessors to complete the assessment of new applications and variations

• liaise with companies on final documentation for marketing authorisations and dealing with document queries

• maintain and update data bases to support the work of the Biologicals Team

• control the Biologicals Team’s Quality Management System (QMS) documentation

• ensure team reference documents are up to date

• carry out Batch release activities for immunological veterinary medicinal products and

• participate in 3Rs (Replacement, Reduction and Refinement) initiatives at National and International level.

Your main duties will be to:

• scientifically assess quality and safety data for applications for variations (primarily Type IB) for biological/immunological veterinary medicinal products and renewals of existing marketing authorisations

• prepare written assessment reports

• undertake a detailed evaluation of the data and in liaison with senior assessors in the Biologicals Team to formulate recommendations to accept or refuse the applications based on the benefits and risks you identify during the assessment

• communicate your assessments clearly to internal decision-making groups – to enable them to decide whether the data satisfy regulatory requirements and to decide on a course of action

• work closely with assessors in the Biologicals Team to support their assessment work

• liaise with companies on final documentation for marketing authorisations and document queries

• liaise with the VMD’s Licensing Administration and IT teams to manage and update databases to reflect the needs of the organisation. Maintain and update databases to support the work of the Biologicals Team

• participate in 3Rs (Replacement, Reduction and Refinement) initiatives at National and International level. You will maintain the animal use database with information of QC tests of immunological veterinary medicinal products and conduct periodic data analysis to assess the trend of animal usage in QC tests for publication.

• control documents of the Biologicals Team Quality Management Systems (QMS), act as QMS representative for the Team and participate in internal and external audits

• ensure team reference documents are up to date

• undertake batch release activities for immunological veterinary medicinal products and

• maintain awareness of current developments and legislation affecting biological/immunological veterinary medicinal products.

Responsibilities

You must have experience of:

• applying analytical and problem–solving skills quickly to assimilate scientific and other information, identify issues, draw conclusions, and make recommendations when preparing scientific reports relating to the evaluation of the benefit/risk of applications

• communicating scientific issues, in writing and face-to-face, with clarity.

You must also have experience in or awareness of the following, or a demonstrable ability to get up to speed with them rapidly:

• a good understanding of current animal health and topical veterinary issues

• knowledge of regulatory framework applicable to biological/immunological veterinary medicinal products and

• practical experience and/or experience in the pharmaceutical industry or manufacturing of biological/immunological products.

Qualifications

You must have a degree in microbiology, immunology or other relevant biological or science-based discipline.

You must make your application via the Civil Service Jobs website Higher Scientific Officer in the Biologicals Team - Civil Service Jobs - GOV.UK where you will find a full job description including salary details.
The closing date for applications is 18th August 2021
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